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Young Turks Offer Little for the Future
Dr. Stuermer, German Army Officer and Writer, Who Repudiated His Country's Activ-

ities in Asia Minor, Tells of Ruling Party's Intrigues and Price the Nation Is Paying
The instalments of Dr. Harry

Stuermer's sensational book. "Two War
Tears in Constantinople." already
printed in THE SUN. supplied proof of
Germany's complicity in the massacres
ai the Armenians by the Turks; de-

scribed Germany's attempt to commit
another crime against civilization by
inciting the Mobammedsns to a holy
war. and gave an account of the race
fanaticism of the Young Turks. The
extracts printed below give striking pic-
tures of the leaders of the Young Turks
and forecast Turkey's future.

Dr. Stuermer is a German. He served
in the German army at the beginning of
the war. His observations of German
methods in Constantinople converted
him into an opponent and a critic of
the German Government. His book has
attracted wide attention in Europe, as
that of a patriotic German whose con-
science forced him to tell the truth.

By DR. HARRY STUERMER.
Cop)) !". 191S, by George It. Doran Co

fanatical adventurers and
WHILK grubbing dejjuties paid

by the easily duped German Emh.issy
were preaching a erfertly useless "Holy
War" 0:1 the confines of the Arabian ter-

ritory f the Turkish Empire, "the hang-

man's policy" of Djemal tin- - com-

mander of the Fourth Ostnanic Army, ami
Naval Minister, had been for a long time
in full -- iug in the old eivilezed land
of Syria against the lie- -t familie-- . among
the Mohammedan as well as the Christian
population.

Here again the Young Turkish Govern-

ment assumed the existence of a wide-

spread conspiracy and a Syrian and Ara-

bian Separatist movement toward auton-
omy, which was to free these lands from
Turkish rule and to be established under
Anglo-Frenc- h protection.

No Doubt of Djemal's Methods.

Any one who has once watched 'how the
committee in Staniboul made a pretext of
events on the borders of Caucasia to ex-

terminate a whole people, including wom-

en and children, even in western and cen-

tral Anatolia and the capital, can no
longer le iu the least doubt as to the
methods employed by Djemal Pasha, the
''hangman" of Syrians and Arabs, how
grossly he must have exaggerated anil mis-

stated the facts to find enoagh victims,

so that he could look on for a year and a
half with a cigar iu his aioulh as he him-

self boasted while the flower of Syrian
and Arabian youth, the elite of society
and the aged heads of the !est families in
the land were either hanged or shot.

Any one who has seen this man close at
hand (whom :i German journalist belong-

ing to the Berliner TtigebJott with the
most fulsome flattery once called one of
the handsomest men in Tuikcy) knows
enough. Small, thick .set. a lieard and a
pair of euuuing cruel eyes are the most
prominent features of this face from
which every one must turn iu disgust who

remembers the "hangman's" part played
by the man.

Slyness Deceives the French.

It is extraordinary that he should still

pass as pro French in many quarters, and
perhaps it is part of his slyness to pre-

serve this role. Djemal is not
he is only the most calculating

of all the leading men of Turkey.
Djemal's work is nearing fruition. His

erucl executions, his cynic? I breaking of
promises in Syria, have at any rate con-

tributed, along with other politically more

important (endencies which have been

cleverly utilized by England for the estab-

lishment of an Arabian Caliphate, toward
the decisive result tliat the Emir of Mecca

has rei ohed against I lie Turks. The move-

ment is hound to spread, and slowly and
Barely it will roll on (ill it ends in ihe

full aud separation from Turkey
of all Arabic speaking districts as far as
northern Syria and the borders of south-er- n

Kurdistan.
It is to lie ardently hoped that even

this great organizer will soon be m the
end of h's tether in Syria and have to

leave 'he country where he has kinged ii

royally for two years. Then, perhaps
the moment may come when thing are
going badly for the whole of Turkey
that Djem:d will at last have the opportu-

nity, in spite ot the failure of hit, pvlicy
in Svrn. of measuring his military
stream h against his hated enemy, Envcr.
m S'jiuIm.uI. That would lie the

the !..st stage before the Miuplcte
CIlap e of Turkey.

Tiicte has been no lack "f ess cir-reul-

agrfiu-- l the war policy of the

Young Turkish 'Government. Ever since
the entry of Turkey into the war,
there has lieen a deeply rooted ami un-

shakable conviction among all kinds and
conditions of men, even-i- the circles of
the Pashas and the Court the people of
Turkey take too little interest iu politics
and are composed of far to helerogeneous
elements for there to be an thing in the
nature of what we call "public opinion"
that Turkey's alliance with the Central
Powers was a complete mistake and that
it can lead to no good.

The benetit for the Entente of Turkey's
sympathetic neutrality would hae been
enormous. Neither in Germany nor in
Turkey is there any doubt whatever in
military circles that it was Turkey's entry
into the war on the German side and her
blocking of the Straits, and so prevent-
ing Wussiii from obtaining supplies of
ammunition and other war material that
has so far ssed the Central Powers. Had
Turkey remained neutral constant streams
of ammunition would have poured into
liiissia, Mackeiisen's offensive would have
had no prospect at all of success and Ger-

many would have been beaten lo all in-

tents and purposes iu 1915.

Guided Toward Germany.
These are opinions expressed hundreds

of times by thoroughly patriotic and in-

telligent Turks who saw how the ever
more intensive propaganda work of the
German Ambassadors, lirst Marscludl
von Bcberstein, then Freiherr von
Wangenheim, gradually wormed its way
through opposition aud prejudice, how
the German military mission in Constan-
tinople tried to turn the Russian hatred
of Germany against Turkey instead, how,
finally, those optimists and jingoists on
the 'Committee," who knew as little
about the true position of affairs
throughout the world as they did of the
intentions of the Entente or the means at
their disposal, proceeded to guide the
ship of state more and more into Ger-

man waters, without any reference to
their own people in return for promises
won from Germany of personal power
and material advantage.

These were those days of excitement
and smouldering unrest when Admiral
von Souchon of the Gocben and the Bres-la- u,

with complete lack of discipline
toward his superior, Djemal Pasha, ar-

ranged with the German Government to
pull otT a coup without Djemal's knowl-

edge chiefly because he was itching to
possess the "Pour le Merite" order and
sailed off with the Turkish licet to the
Black Sea. I have my information
from the former American Ambassador in
Constantinople. Mr. Morgenthau, who
was furious at the whole affair.

Note. Djemal Pasha learned the
news that Admiral von Souchon had bom-

barded Hussion ports, and so made war
inevitable, one evening at the club. Pale
with rage, he sprang up and said: '"So
be it; but if things go wrong, Souchon
will lie the fir t to le hanged."

Threw Cards on the Table.
These were the days when Envcr and

Talaat threw all their cards on the table
in that fateful game of To Be or Not to
Be, and brought on their country,
scarcely yet recovered from the bloodshed
of the Balkan War, a new aud more ter-

rible sacrifice of her manhood in a war
extending over four, and later five, fronts.

The consciousness that Turkey has com-

mitted an unbounded folly has long ago
been borne in upon wide circles of Turks
in spite, of falsified reports and a strin-

gent censorship.
The late successor to the throne. Prince

Ytissuf Izzedin Effendi, was the highest
of those iu high authority who opeiiely
represented the pessimistic anti-wa- r ten-

dency. It was for this that he was mur-

dered or perhaps made to commit suicide
by Envcr Pasha.

The whole truth about this tragic oc-

currence can only be sifted lo the bottom
when the dictators of the ''Committee"
are no longer in their place and light
finally breaks on Turkey. Whelher it
was murder or suicide, the death of the
successor to the thmne is one of the most
dramatic scandal- - of Turkish history,
and Envcr Pasha ha- - his blood, as well
as t!,.- - blood of" so many others, on his
he.td.

In (orinceiioa with this sensational
event, the world li.i- - already heard how
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PRINCE YUSSUF IZZEDIN

Ytissuf Izwdin was kept for years under
the despotic Abdul Hamid shut oft' from
the world as a semi-prison- in his beau-

tiful Kouak of Sindjirlikuyu, just outside
the gatis of Constantinople, where he be-

came a sufferer from acute neurasthenia.
Early one morning he was found lung

dead in a pool of his own blood with a
severed artery. He had received his death
wound in exactly the same place and ex-

actly the same way as his father, Sultan
Abdul Aziz, who fell a victim to Abdul
Hamid's hatred.

So much at least seems lo lie clear, that
Prince Izzedin, who was naturally inter-
ested in retaining his accession to the
throne undisturbed and who in spite of
his neurasthenia was man enough to stand
up for his own rights, foresaw ruin for
his kingdom by Turkey's entry into the
war on the side of Germany. He was
more far seeing than the careless adven-
turers and narrow minded fanatics of the
"Committee" and recoguizeik.that the let-

ting go of the treasured Pan Islamic tra-
ditions of old Sultan Hamid was a grave
mistake which would lead to the alienation
of the Arabs, and which endangered both
the Ottoman Caliphate and Ottoman rule
in the southern parts of the Empire.

Feared for Future.

Perhaps the ''Committee" had some-
thing to fear for the future, when the
time came for the reverses now regarded
as inevitable. Yussuf would then make
use of his powerful influence in many
circles notably among the discontented
retired military men to demand redress
from the "Committee." Enver, true to
his unscrupulous character, quite har-

dened to the site of Turkish blood, and
determined to stick to his post at all costs

for if was not only lucrative, but flat
tering to his vanity was not the mun to
stick at tritlts with a poor neurasthenic,
who under the present military dictator-
ship was absolutely at his mercy. He
therefore decided on cold blooded murder.

The Prince, well aware of (he danger
that threatened him, tried at the last mo-

ment to leave the country and flee to
safety. He had even taken his ticket, and
intended to start by the midday Balkan
train next day to travel to Switzerland
via Germany. He was forbidden to
t ravel.

Whether, feeling himself thus driven
info a corner and nothing but dealh at
the hand of Enver's creatures staring him
in the face, he killed himself in despera-
tion, or whether, as thousands of people
in Constantinople firmly believe, and as
would seem to be corroborated by the
generally aocplcd, although of course not
actually verified, tale of a bloody ciieoiin-tc- r

between the murderers and the
J'nnce's bodv guard, with victims on lioth

sides, lie was actually assassinated, is not
yet settled, and it is really not a matter of
vast importance.

One thing is clear, and thai is that Izzc-di- n

Effendi did not pay with his life for
any disloyal act, but merely for his per-

sonal and political opposition to Envcr.
He is but one on this murderer's long list
of victims.

A Suspicious "Suicide."

The numerous doctors, all well known

ercatures of the ''Committee" or easily
won over by intimidation, who set their
names as witnesses to this "suicide as a
result of severe neurasthenia" a most

striking and suspicious similarity to the
case of Abdul Aziz have not prevented
one single thinking man in Constantinople
from forming a correct opinion on the
matter. The wily Turkish Government

evidently chose this kind of death, just
like his father's, so that they could diag-

nose the symptoms as those of incurable
ncurat!ienia. The opinions of different

people about Prince Yussufs death only
differ as to whether he was murdered or
compelled to commit suicide. "On I'a

suicide," was the ironical and frank com-

ment of one clever Old Tuik. We will

leave it at that.
Enver has been extraordinarily over-

estimated in Europe. The famous Enver
is neither a prominent intellectual leader
nor a good organizer in this direction he
is far surpassed by Djemal Pasha nor an
important stralcgist. In military matters
his positive qualities are personal cour-

age, optimism, and, consequently, initia-

tive which is never daunted by fear of
consequences, also cold bloodednc.ss and
determination; but he is entirely lacking
in judgment, power of discrimination,
and largeness of conception.

Most Repugnant Person.
li'egarded from a purely personal point

of view, Enver Pasha is, in spite of the
fulsome praise showered on him by Ger-

mans inspired by that most pliant imple-

ment, German militarism, one of the most
repugnant subjects ever produced by
Turkey. Even from a purely external
point of view his appearance does not at
all correspond with the picture of him

generally accepted in Germany from flat-

tering reports and falsified photographs.
Small of stature, with quite an ordinary

face, he looks rather, as one of my jour-

nalistic colleagues said, like a "gardener's
boy"' than a Vice-Gener- and War Min-

ister, and any one who ever hits the op-

portunity I have so often hud of looking

rerally closely at him, will certainly he

repelled by his look of vanity and cun-

ning. It was really most painful to have

to listen to him (he has always been a bad
and monotonous speaker) in the Senate
and the lower house at the conclusion of
the Dardanelles campaign reading his re-

port in a weak, halting voice, but with the
disdainful tone of a dictator. Every
third word was an "I."

Besides this, Enver is one of the most

cold blooded liars imaginable. Time and
again there has lieen no necessity for
him to say certain things iu Parlia-
ment, or to make certain promises, but ap-

parently he found cynical enjoyment in
making the people and Parliament feel
their whole inferiority iu his eyes. What
eau one think, for example, of such per-

formances as thist
Word on Exemption Ignored.

At the end of 1010 when the discussion
about militaiy service for those who had
paid the exemption tax (bedel) was going
on, he gave an unsolicited and solemn

assurance before the whole house that he
had no intention whatever of calling tip
certain classes until the hill had been
finally passed and that it would show that
he was really desirous of sparing com-

mercial life as far as possible in the call-

ing up of men. Exactly two hours alter
this speech the drum resounded through
all the streets of Staniboul and Pera, call-

ing up all those classes over which Envcr
had as yet no powiT of jurisdiction, and
which he said he wanted lo keep back be-

cause fo tear them away from their em-

ployment would mean the complete disor-

ganization of the already sadly disor-

dered commercial life of the country.
In contrast to Talaat, who is at least

intelligent enough to keep up appearances
and tunning enough to hold himself well

(tuntmued on foHtiU'imj jmijt.)


